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In the melee Henry Clay's son, despite his liquid state or maybe be-
cause of it, jumped up on one of the desks and shrieked that members
should stop fighting. Washburne of Illinois knocked off Barksdale's
wig. The Mississippian was angry, because few knew he wore one, and
now not only was his baldness exposed, but his precious scalp was
trampled under the scufflers' feet. He managed to retrieve it, but in his
haste donned it wrong side out. Laughter drowned out fury, and the
rumpus died out. Night was a long time dying, and the contest con-
tinued until 6:25 A.M. when an agreement was reached to adjourn until
Monday and then take a vote. The administration had gained the week
end in which to work.15
It was not idle. Buchanan did not hold his usual Saturday reception
but devoted his time to seeing individual Congressmen and urging them
to come to Lecompton's support. His task was all the more difficult be-
cause tuberculosis was detaining Congressman Caruthers in Cuba at
a time when the vote of this Missouri Democrat seemed to be much
needed. Furthermore Buchanan saw John Calhoun, who had just ar-
rived with the Kansas returns. He discussed with the surveyor general
the various dispatches, letters, and news items which had been accumu-
lating. The President learned definitely that frauds as notorious as those
of Oxford and McGee precinct probably had occurred elsewhere, and
that the territorial legislature was investigating the returns from Dela-
ware Crossing, Kickapoo, and Shawnee. Whatever result Calhoun
might declare was bound to be challenged. Buchanan saw too plainly
the advantage the Republicans would take, and he argued with his
northern Democratic visitors to vote Lecompton in and deprive the
enemy of their field day. But Buchanan did not have to face free-state
voters that fall, and these Congressmen did.
The social possibilities of exerting pressure were not neglected. The
"season" in Washington was in full swing and was exceptionally bril-
liant Many a night was danced and feasted away, with many a Senator
and Congressman appearing in his place next morning somewhat the
worse for wear. While southern ladies were adept at influencing votes
their northern sisters were not without resources. The northern Demo-
crats found themselves the center of social attention, particularly the
Ohio delegation. That Saturday night the Whig ex-Congressman Sam-